
Curriculum for Excellence

BGE MODERN LANGUAGES:
EXPERIENCES AND OUTCOMES 
MET USING FILM



Modern Languages: 
Listening and Talking

MLAN -01: LISTENING FOR INFORMATION
• Watch a short film and give a summary of key 

events
• Watch a short film and create a list of new 

vocabulary then look them up 

MLAN -02: LISTENING AND TALKING WITH OTHERS
• Make a silent film explaining key words/phrases

using only gesture and mime; show it to another 
group and see if they can guess the word/phrase

• Film a conversation with a partner/group and
rewatch it see if you can identify any issues

• Watch a short film and try to identify the 
emotions felt by characters at key moments



Modern Languages: 
Listening and Talking

MLAN -04/-05: LISTENING AND TALKING WITH 
OTHERS
• Watch a short film and use a Grid Analysis to 

identify questions you have or observations you 
have made (find this on Screening Shorts)

• Watch a short film then discuss your opinion of 
it with a partner/group 

• Make a short film where you take on both sides
of the conversation (film it from opposite angles 
- like the Gollum/Smeagol scene in The Lord of 
the Rings: The Two Towers!)

• Watch a film of a rhyme or song - and join in!
• Film a short role-play based on a film you’ve 

seen



Modern Languages: 
Listening and Talking

MLAN -06: ORGANISING AND USING 
INFORMATION
• Film a presentation on a topic to do with film, 

adding images and sound as appropriate
• Present an analysis of a film scene using still

photos to support your ideas

MLAN -07: USING KNOWLEDGE ABOUT 
LANGUAGE
• Make a film explaining the connections 

between sound patterns
• Make a film, lifting snippets of key phrases from 

a film you’ve watched and then repeating the 
phrase as part of a whole sentence



Modern Languages: 
Reading

MLAN -08: FINDING AND USING INFORMATION
• Rethink your ideas about reading and “read” a film

using film language techniques instead of written text

MLAN -09: READING TO APPRECIATE OTHER CULTURES
• Watch a film about Scottish society (e.g. On a Clear 

Day or Sweet Sixteen and then one about a 
contrasting one (e.g. City of God or Belleville Rendez-
Vous) and take comparative notes

• Write and make a film comparing two cultures (if 
possible, two cultures found within your filmmaking 
group) using stop motion, puppets or live actors.

MLAN -10: READING FOR INTEREST AND ENJOYMENT
• Challenge your class to find and watch a film in 

another language and write a review of it



Modern Languages: 
Reading

MLAN -11: USING KNOWLEDGE ABOUT 
LANGUAGE
• Before watching a film, use a dictionary to look 

up key vocabulary in it; or, if more confident, try 
to identify the key words yourself while 
watching the film

• Write and film a Who Wants to be a Millionaire-
style quiz, complete with big chairs, challenging 
‘contestants’ to find the correct meaning of a 
word

• Watch a film and analyse a scene within it using 
film language techniques like costume, colour, 
set, lighting (AKA mise-en-scène), camerawork,  
editing and sound



Modern Languages: 
Writing

MLAN -12/-13: ORGANISING AND USING 
INFORMATION
• Write and make a film in a language different

from yours
• Make a stop-motion film that introduces new 

young learners to another language
• Write a film review in another language (ideally 

about a film in that language!)

MLAN -14: USING KNOWLEDGE ABOUT 
LANGUAGE
• Use vocabulary guides to film techniques – you 

could even learn them through playing bingo, 
spotting techniques while watching a film
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