
Curriculum for Excellence

BGE LITERACY:
EXPERIENCES AND 
OUTCOMES MET USING FILM



LIT -01: ENJOYMENT AND CHOICE
• Lead discussions about what the class 

have been watching 
• Write film reviews and add these to a 

‘Film Tree’
• Allow pupils to choose films to watch/ 

types of film to make
• When filmmaking, let them choose 

appropriate costumes, props, music, etc.

LIT -02a: TOOLS FOR LISTENING AND 
TALKING
• Discuss issues related to films watched 

(multiple interpretations/opinions of film 
and cultural differences within audience 
allow for wide debate)

Literacy: 
Listening and Talking



Literacy: 
Listening and Talking

LIT -04/05/06: FINDING AND USING 
INFORMATION
• Identify purposes of film from Media roles: 

meeting needs (entertain, inform, educate; 
achieving particular purposes (profit, 
promote, public service); influencing attitudes 
and behaviour

• Compare the approach of a documentary to a 
fiction film on same topic, or differing 
approaches of two news networks

• Use the Cs and Ss/Grid Analysis for notetaking 
(found on Screening Shorts)

• Fact-check film claims on Internet.
• Use new notes to create own news report/ 

documentary for target audience



LIT -07/08: UNDERSTANDING, ANALYSING 
AND EVALUATING
• Develop close reading-style RUAE 

questions on film texts
• Use the Cs and Ss as an initial guide to 

identifying and analysing film techniques

LIT -09a/10a: CREATING TEXTS
• Analyse the film through class or group 

discussion
• Use Grid Analysis as note-taking basis and 

support for discussion
• Use film stills in PowerPoint as the 

support for a solo talk on film - can 
label/draw on them to underline points

Literacy: 
Listening and Talking



LIT -11/12: ENJOYMENT AND CHOICE
• Read film reviews/articles related to 

films watched to compare against 
personal response to film

• Use Internet research skills to source 
these articles)

LIT -13: TOOLS FOR READING
• Provide (a suggested list of) film-related 

resources to assess reliability/usefulness
• Give tips about how to assess reliability 

(e.g. blogs vs news reviews vs press 
releases) and get pupils to perform and 
present as assessment of a film

Literacy: 
Reading



Literacy: 
Reading

LIT -14/15: FINDING AND USING 
INFORMATION
• Gather evidence on a film in the form of 

quotes, key scenes, character profiles, 
etc.

• Use the Grid analysis/Cs and Ss formats 
for notetaking

LIT -16: UNDERSTANDING, ANALYSING AND 
EVALUATING
• Write a film summary (in storyboard 

form)
• Identify key scenes/quote/techniques 

that outline purpose/concerns
• Compare a documentary to a fiction film



Literacy: 
Reading

LIT -18/19: UNDERSTANDING, 
ANALYSING AND EVALUATING
• Write/draw film summaries (in 

storyboard form)
• Create character profiles for a film
• Use Sound On/Vision Off (see 

Screening Shorts for more detail)
• Identify and analyse film technique 

choices (mise-en-scéne, camera, 
editing, sound) and evaluate their 
impact on the scene/film/theme/ 
overall understanding



Literacy: 
Writing

LIT -20: ENJOYMENT AND CHOICE
• Make a film, letting pupils lead the 

process
• Present options for film form (trailer, 

short film, documentary, animation, 
advert, music video, news report) that 
show awareness of audience needs 
and ask them to explain their choices

• Allow pupils to choose genre for film 
to show awareness of audience/ 
purpose and ask them to explain their 
choices



Literacy: 
Writing

LIT -21/22/23/24: TOOLS FOR WRITING
• Get pupils to use a film glossary to 

check correct spelling and vocabulary 
(can be found on Screening Shorts)

• Make a film poster, adding/explaining 
appropriate images, fonts, colours, 
taglines, etc.

• Get pupils to carry out a self-
evaluation outlining the decisions 
made for filmmaking choices 
(set/costume design or sound/music/ 
lighting or camerawork/editing, etc.)



Literacy: 
Writing

LIT -25/26: ORGANISING AND USING 
INFORMATION
• Write a film review (guides can be 

found on Screening Shorts)
• Write a critical essay on a film studied 

in class (guides can be found on 
Screening Shorts)

• Use articles about film as sources
• Evidence for learning can come from 

developing skills in how to reference 
film techniques/ sequences

• Use a film glossary in writing to ensure 
use of correct terms (find one on 
Screening Shorts)



Literacy: 
Writing

LIT -28/29/31: CREATING TEXTS
• Film review
• Self-evaluation of film created by 

pupils
• Critical response to a film text 

studied in class
• Discursive essay based on an issue 

explored in a film
• Creative piece on a subject 

inspired by a film/character/ 
setting
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